
  

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE 
 

(Smoke Detector Inspection) 
 
 
Smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors must be in the proper locations and operational. 
Your house must also be properly numbered in order to receive your certificate. The following gives a 
description of where your detectors need to be located and a description of the requirements of house 
numbering in the City of Methuen. Please read this prior to your inspection to avoid a delay in 
receiving your certificate.  
 
¾ Certificate expires sixty (60) days from date of issue. 
 
¾  All smoke detectors shall be located on the ceiling. 

 
¾ One smoke detector shall be installed to protect each separate sleeping area. Bedrooms separated by 

kitchens or living rooms shall be considered as separate sleeping areas. Smoke detectors installed to 
protect a sleeping area shall be located outside the bedroom where possible, but in the immediate 
vicinity of the sleeping area. When a bedroom is directly off a kitchen or cooking area, the smoke 
detector shall be installed INSIDE the bedroom. 

 
¾ Smoke detectors installed to detect a fire in the basement shall be located in close proximity to the 

stairwell to the floor above (floor joist). 
 
¾ A detector shall be located on the ceiling on the upper level of a stairwell and a detector shall also be 

located on the ceiling of the lower level - in close proximity to the stairwell. The only exception to 
this rule is the basement stairwell, where there only needs to be one at the bottom of the stairs and 
not one at the top. 

 
¾ Attics serviced by a stairway shall have a detector installed high on a rafter. This is not required in 

attics with trap doors. 
 
¾ In a two-family house, the installation is the same as above with the exception of an uncommon 

stairwell (when each tenant has their own outside door). In this case, a detector is only required on 
the ceiling of the second floor hallway -outside the apartment door. If there is a common stairwell, a 
detector shall be located on the ceiling on the upper level of the stairwell and a detector shall also be 
located on the ceiling of the lower level -in close proximity to the stairwell. 

 
¾ All smoke detectors shall be in proper working condition. 

 
¾ If your home does not pass this inspection or if you fail to appear for this inspection, another 

inspection will have to be conducted and there will be a $10.00 re-inspection fee charged at the 
time of scheduling of this re-inspection.  



CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTOR REQUIREMENT 
 
Massachusetts General Law, chapter 148 section 26F½ and 527 CMR 31 
mandates that upon the sale or transfer of any residence, the local fire 
department must inspect the residence for Carbon Monoxide alarm 
compliance. After a successful inspection, the local fire department will issue a 
Certificate of Compliance indicating that the residence meets the Carbon 
Monoxide alarm requirements. Carbon Monoxide alarms are required in all 
residences that have either fossil fuel burning equipment or an attached 
enclosed garage. Fossil fuel burning equipment is any device, apparatus, or 
appliance that is designed or used to consume fuel of any kind, which emits 
Carbon Monoxide as a by-product of combustion. Some examples of fossil fuel 
burning equipment include: water heaters, oil or gas furnaces, wood or gas 
fireplaces, wood pellet stoves, gas clothes dryers, or gas cooking stoves. This 
law applies to all such residences whether or not the residence is being sold or 
transferred. 
 
Inspection for conformity shall be conducted by the Fire Department at the 
time of the smoke detector inspection of the dwelling, upon sale or transfer of 
the property.  
  
¾ A carbon monoxide alarm shall be located on every level of a dwelling unit including 

habitable basements** and attics, but not including crawl spaces.  Installation of said unit 
shall be located in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.   
**Please note, a basement containing a washing machine, clothes dryer, workbench, 
furniture, television, workout equipment, etc.  is considered “habitable” for the purpose 
of this section and a carbon monoxide detector IS required in these basements.  

 
¾ Carbon Monoxide detectors shall be located in the immediate vicinity of all sleeping 

areas, not to exceed 10 feet from any bedroom door. 
 
¾ Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used 

if the detector is within 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower). 
 
¾ Combination detectors (ionization smoke and carbon monoxide detector) may be used if 

the detector is outside of 20 feet of a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or 
shower). 

 
¾ May be either: battery powered, plug-in with battery backup, hardwired with battery 

backup, or low-voltage system type. 
 
¾ For one- and two-family residences built on or after January 1, 2008, CO detectors must 

be hardwired and interconnected with battery backup. (May be separately wired from the 
existing smoke detection system.) 

 
¾ Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for placement. 



NUMBERING OF DWELLINGS IN THE CITY OF 
METHUEN 

 
 
Methuen City Ordinance requires that you have a house number visibly 
displayed on your home. The number must be put in such a place so it will 
be plainly visible from the street. Inspection for conformity shall be 
conducted by the Fire Department at the time of the smoke detector 
inspection of the dwelling upon sale or transfer of the property.  
 
 
The following is a listing of requirements for the numbering of dwellings as per the 
Ordinance: 
 
♦ All structures in the City of Methuen must display building numbers made of a 

permanent weatherproof material and shall be a minimum of three (3) inches in 
height, in either block or script style.  Numbers in written form, such as “two 
hundred eighty-five” are not acceptable.  Numbers are to be of a contrasting color to 
the background surface. 

 
♦ Building numbers shall be placed on each structure so as to be plainly visible from 

the street on which the building is located by street address.  Buildings not visible 
from the street shall have an address marker placed in a plainly visible location (such 
as a post) near the street.  Numbers on such markers shall be a minimum of four (4) 
feet in height from the street surface.  Numbers should not be placed where they will 
be obstructed by snow, shrubbery, decorations, etc.  NUMBERS SHOULD NOT BE 
PLACED ON DOORS. 

 
♦ The numbers so utilized shall be those assigned by the Board of Assessors. 
 
♦ It shall be the responsibility of the owner of the property, at their own expense and 

cost, to place or cause to be placed building numbers on structures. 
 
♦ Inspection for conformity with this ordinance shall be conducted by the Fire 

Department as part of the required smoke detector inspection at the time of sale, 
transfer, or refinancing of the property.  The Fire Chief or his designee shall have the 
authority to regulate the size, type and placement of address numbers. 



Before 1975 1975 - 8/27/97 8/27/97 - 2007 January 1, 2008
Smoke detector powered by:

Battery Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed Not Allowed
Hardwired interconnected Allowed Required Not Allowed Not Allowed
Hardwired interconected w/battery backup Recommended Recommended Required Required

Type of smoke detector:

Outside of 20 ft. of kitchen or full bathroom
Either:  One Photoelectric 
AND One Ionization detector 
OR a dual detector*

Photoelectric OR 
Dual Detector*

Photoelectric OR 
Dual Detector*

Photoelectric OR 
Dual Detector*

Inside of 20 ft. of kitchen or full bathroom Photoelectric Photoelectric Photoelectric Photoelectric

CO detector powered by:
Battery/Plug-In Allowed Allowed Allowed Not Allowed
Hardwired interconnected w/battery backup Allowed Allowed Allowed Required

Locations required:
Basement Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO
Every Habitable Level Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO
Base of stairs Smoke Smoke Smoke Smoke 
Outside each sleeping area Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO
Inside every bedroom Smoke Smoke 
Walk-up Attic (Habitable) Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO Smoke/CO
Walk-up Attic (Non-Habitable) Smoke Smoke Smoke Smoke 
Garage (Attached) Heat Detector

This is a guide only.  Fire Prevention should be contacted with any questions:  978-983-8940

** Low Voltage warning systems require only photoelectric detectors, regardless of year
*  A dual detector consists of one detector with both photoelectric and ionization technology

Year Built or Modified

MUST BE WITHIN 10 FEET OF EACH BEDROOM DOOR

Guide For Smoke Detector Requirements:  Effective 4/5/2010
One and Two Family Residences

ALL SMOKE DETECTORS MUST BE CEILING MOUNTED
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M.G.L. c 148 s. 26F - The Law

Massachusetts General Law, chapter 148 section 26F 
mandates that upon the sale or transfer of  certain homes, 
the seller must install approved smoke detectors. These 
requirements apply to residences that were built or modified 
prior to creation of  the Massachusetts State Building Code 
(January 1, 1975). If  a building has undergone renovation, 
addition or modification after Jan. 1, 1975, the date of  the 
building permit determines the smoke detector requirements 
of  the building code.

Although the transfer law applies to residences with five or 
less residential units, this pamphlet will focus only on one- 
and two-family homes.

Verification

After a successful inspection for smoke detector compliance, 
the local fire department will issue a Certificate of  
Compliance indicating that the residence meets the smoke 
detector requirements.

Although the law applies to homes built prior to the date 
of  the building code (Jan. 1975), it is industry practice that 
most purchase and sales agreements, and many mortgage 
companies require that the seller, as a condition to sell or 
transfer, obtain a Certificate of  Compliance issued by the 
local fire department, even if  the home was permitted or 
modified after 1975.

Smoke Detector Requirements

In general, the requirements for smoke detectors vary 
depending on when the residence was constructed. For 
example, some residences may require battery-powered 
detectors, others might need interconnected hard-wired 
detectors only or a combination of  both. Others might need 



interconnected hard-wired detectors with battery backup. 
On April 5, 2010, a significant change in the Massachusetts’ 
smoke detector requirements will become effective for 
all residences subject to MGL c. 148, s. 26F upon sale or 
transfer. Now, all smoke detectors installed within 20 feet 
of  kitchens or bathrooms (containing a bathtub or shower) 
will be required to be photoelectric detectors. The risk of  
nuisance alarms from steam and cooking is lower with 
photoelectric only detectors. All installed smoke detectors 
outside of  20 feet of  kitchens or bathrooms (containing a 
bathtub or shower) must utilize either:

A DUAL detector (containing both ionization •	
and photoelectric technologies); OR

Two separate detectors (one photoelectric •	
and one ionization).

In residences not subject to MGL c. 148, s. 26F (built after 
Jan. 1975), the smoke detector upgrade is recommended, but 
is not required by law. 

Photoelectric vs. Ionization Technologies

Ionization smoke detectors:
Use radiation to detect smoke.•	
More effective in detecting flaming fires.•	
Increased risk of  nuisance alarms caused by steam or •	
cooking smoke.

Photoelectric smoke detectors:
Use light to detect smoke.•	
More effective in detecting smoldering fires, which •	
have been attributed to more fires involving death.
Low voltage or wireless low voltage systems only use •	
photoelectric detectors. 



Carbon Monoxide Alarms

Massachusetts General Law, chapter 148 section 26F½ and 
527 CMR 31 mandates that upon the sale or transfer of  
any residence, the local fire department must inspect the 
residence for carbon monoxide alarm compliance. After a 
successful inspection, the local fire department will issue a 
Certificate of  Compliance indicating that the residence meets 
the carbon monoxide alarm requirements.

Carbon Monoxide Alarm Requirements

Since March 31, 2006, carbon monoxide alarms have been 
required in all residences that have either: fossil fuel burning 
equipment or an attached enclosed garage. This law applied 
to all such residences whether or not the residence is being 
sold or transferred.

What is Fossil Fuel Burning Equipment?

Fossil fuel burning equipment is any device, apparatus 
or appliance that is designed or used to consume fuel of  
any kind which emits carbon monoxide as a by-product 
of  combustion. Some examples of  a fossil fuel burning 
equipment include: water heaters, oil or gas furnaces, wood 
or gas fireplaces, wood pellet stoves, gas clothes dryers, or gas 
cooking stoves.

How Will I Know What I Need?

The word “typical” is used in the following guidelines only 
for purposes of  illustration. The actual requirements may 
depend on when the building permit for the residence 
was actually applied for and if  there have been any major 
renovations, additions or modifications. It is best to check 
with your local fire department for detailed guidance. 

 



Typical one- and two-family residences  
built before January 1, 1975:

Smoke detectors are required as follows:•	
On every habitable level of  the residence.▪▪
On the ceiling at the base of  each stairway.▪▪
On the ceiling outside of  each separate sleeping ▪▪
area.
The smoke detectors may either be battery ▪▪
powered, hardwired or a combination of  the two.
If  the smoke detector is located within 20 feet of  ▪▪
a kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or 
shower), the smoke detector will be required to be 
a photoelectric detector. 
If  the smoke detector is outside of  20 feet of  a ▪▪
kitchen or a bathroom (containing a bathtub or 
shower) you must utilize either:
A dual detector (containing both ionization and ▪▪
photoelectric technologies); OR
Two separate detectors (one photoelectric and ▪▪
one ionization).

Low voltage household warning systems are •	
exempt from the dual detection requirement.

Carbon monoxide alarms are required  •	
as follows:

On every level of  the residence, including ▪▪
habitable portions of  basements and attics and 
must be located within 10 feet of  each  
bedroom door.
Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke ▪▪
and carbon monoxide detector) may be used 
if  the detector is within 20 feet of  a kitchen or 
bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).
Combination detectors (ionization smoke and ▪▪
carbon monoxide detector) may be used if  the 
detector is outside of  20 feet of  a kitchen or 



bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).
May be either: battery powered, plug-in with ▪▪
battery backup, hardwired with battery backup, or 
system type.
Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for ▪▪
placement.

Typical one- and two-family residences  
permitted between 1975 and August 27, 1997:

Smoke detectors are required as follows:•	
One smoke detector on every habitable level of  ▪▪
the residence.
One smoke detector on the ceiling at the base of  ▪▪
each stairway.
One smoke detector on the ceiling outside of  ▪▪
each separate sleeping area.
A minimum of  one smoke detector must be ▪▪
installed for every 1,200 square feet of  living 
space per level.
Must be hardwired interconnected smoke ▪▪
detectors.

Carbon monoxide alarms are required as •	
follows:

On every level of  the residence, including ▪▪
habitable portions of  basements and attics and 
must be located within 10 feet of  each bedroom 
door.
Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke ▪▪
and carbon monoxide detector) may be used 
anywhere.
Combination detectors (ionization smoke and ▪▪
carbon monoxide detector) may be used if  the 
detector is outside of  20 feet of  a kitchen or 
bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).
May be either: battery powered, plug-in with ▪▪
battery backup, hardwired with battery backup, or 
system type.



Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for ▪▪
placement.

Typical one- and two-family residences  
permitted after August 27, 1997:

Smoke detectors are required as follows:•	
One smoke detector on every habitable level of  ▪▪
the residence.
One smoke detector at the base of  each stairway.▪▪
One smoke detector outside of  each separate ▪▪
sleeping area.
One smoke detector inside every bedroom.▪▪
A minimum of  one smoke detector must be ▪▪
installed for every 1,200 square feet of  living 
space per level.
Must be hardwired and interconnected smoke ▪▪
detectors with battery backup.
If  the smoke detector is within 20 feet of  a ▪▪
kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or 
shower), the smoke detector is required to be a 
photoelectric detector. 

Carbon monoxide alarms are required as •	
follows:

On every level of  the residence, including ▪▪
habitable portions of  basements and attics and 
must be located within 10 feet of  each bedroom 
door.
Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke ▪▪
and carbon monoxide detector) may be used 
anywhere.
Combination detectors (ionization smoke and ▪▪
carbon monoxide detector) may be used if  the 
detector is outside of  20 feet of  a kitchen or 
bathroom (containing a bathtub or shower).
May be either: battery powered, plug-in with ▪▪
battery backup, hardwired with battery backup, or 
system type.



Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for ▪▪
placement.

Typical one- and two-family residences  
permitted on or after January 1, 2008:

Smoke detectors are required as follows:•	
One smoke detector on every habitable level of  ▪▪
the residence.
One smoke detector at the base of  each stairway.▪▪
One smoke detector outside of  each separate ▪▪
sleeping area.
One smoke detector inside every bedroom.▪▪
A minimum of  one smoke detector must be ▪▪
installed for every 1,200 square feet of  living 
space per level.
Must be hardwired and interconnected smoke ▪▪
detectors with battery backup.
If  the smoke detector is within 20 feet of  a ▪▪
kitchen or bathroom (containing a bathtub or 
shower), the smoke detector is required to be a 
photoelectric detector. 
If  the smoke detector is outside of  20 feet of  ▪▪
a kitchen or a bathroom (containing a bathtub 
or shower), the smoke detector is required to be 
either a photoelectric detector or a dual detector 
(containing both ionization and photoelectric 
technologies).

Carbon monoxide alarms are required  •	
as follows:

On every level of  the residence, including ▪▪
habitable portions of  basements and attics and 
located within 10 feet of  each bedroom door.
Combination detectors (photoelectric smoke and ▪▪
carbon monoxide detector) may be used.
Must be hardwired and interconnected with ▪▪
battery backup. (May be separately wired from 
the existing smoke detection system.)



Follow the manufacturer’s instructions for ▪▪
placement.

Heat detectors are required as follows:•	
Must have a single heat detector in any garage ▪▪
attached to or under the residence. 
Must be hardwired and interconnected with or ▪▪
without battery backup to the existing smoke 
detection system.
Heat detectors are not required in older homes ▪▪
unless renovation, addition or modification occurs 
after Jan. 1, 2008.

How Will I Get a  
Certificate of Compliance?

After you have a closing date:
Contact the local fire department to schedule an •	
inspection of  your smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors right away. Don’t wait until the last minute!
Fees are determined by each city/town.•	

Prior to the arrival of  the fire department:

Make sure that your posted street number is •	
visible from the street (MGL c.148 § 59);

Make sure that you have the proper type of  •	
detectors.

The local fire department may require that they be ▪▪
taken down for compliance verification.
Make sure that all detectors are installed in the ▪▪
proper locations.
Make sure that all detectors are working properly.▪▪

After passing the inspection, the local fire •	
department will issue your Certificate of  
Compliance.



This document will probably be required at the ▪▪
closing and is only valid for 60 days.

How Do I Know which  
Kind of Smoke Detector I Have?

A new detector should be marked on the outside of  the 
package to indicate if  it uses ionization or photoelectric 
technology.

For older or existing detectors you will need to remove the 
smoke detector and look on the backside.

The date of  manufacture should be on •	
the back; if  not, the detector is most likely 
outdated and should be replaced to comply 
with the regulation.

It is an ionization smoke detector if  the word •	
“AMERICIUM” or the following symbol is 
on the back: 

 
 
 
Can I Still Have Ionization  
Smoke Detectors if I Am Not Selling or 
Transferring My Home?

Yes. The requirements in the new regulation only •	
apply upon the sale or transfer of  the residence. 
Even though the technology has changed, ionization •	
detectors are still reliable.
However, the risk of  nuisance alarms from steam •	
and cooking is higher with ionization detectors, 
particularly if  located within 20 ft of  a kitchen or 
bathroom.



Are Combination Carbon Monoxide  
& Smoke Detectors Permitted?

Yes. Combination carbon monoxide and smoke •	
detectors are permitted.
They must have both a tone and simulated voice •	
alarm to distinguish the type of  emergency. Carbon 
monoxide detectors are required regardless of  a sale 
or transfer.
Combination ionization and CO detectors cannot be •	
used within 20 ft of  a kitchen or bathroom

Are There Other Recommendations?

The State Fire Marshal’s Office recommends:

Test your smoke and CO detectors monthly •	
and replace the batteries twice a year. 
REMEMBER, when you change the clocks, 
change the batteries.

Unless otherwise recommended by the ▪▪
manufacturer’s published instructions, no smoke 
detectors (battery operated or hard-wired smoke 
detectors only!) shall remain in service after 10 
years from the date of  manufacture.
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