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The City of Methuen has been working for years on a plan for the restoration of the Sands Bridge on
Hampshire St. On Saturday, April 11 at 10 a.m., the Historical Commission will review the next step of
the plan. In a project funded by the Essex National Heritagen@sion, the Waterfield Designh Group

has completed a landscape design that would create a park to encourage the public to enjoy the site.

The conceptual design includes paths, viewing areas, seating, ateeffparking. Historical markers at

the sie would honor the adjacent homestead of Colearialmilitary officer Robert Rogers and recognize
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history.

The plan builds upon a previous study undemaigthe Dry Stone Conservancy to restore the mortarless
stone arch bridge, which was completed in 2007 and funded by the National Trust for Historic
Preservation. Together, the two studies outline a plan for restoration with cost estimates at upwards of
$200,000.
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fortunate to garner grant support for these studies. Continuing this endeavor, Historic Planner Alene

Reich intends to piece together a combinatibfederal, state, and local grant funds for the execution of

these plans. Local artist Leonard Joiner has pitched in on the effort, selling fine art prints and notecards
featuring his drawing of the bridge, which are available through the Methuen Ehst®ociety and the

Economic and Community Development Office at City Hall.
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About the Bridge

The Sands Bridge, formerly known as the London Bridge, is a dry stone, goableridge that is

notable for the fact that it was built without mortar between the stones.ROLR@ HWKXHQfV PRVW
significant historic resources, it is individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places. Parts of
the bridge date back to 1740, but the bridge in its present form was constructed in 1835. Long used to



